Valley Striders

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Tues 17 February 2009

Present: Bob Jackson (Chair), Paul White (treasurer), Geoff Webster (secretary), Dan Murray, Sharon Tansley, Sylvia Watson (minutes), Laura Clark, Hayley Nancolas

Apologies: Tracy Stewart, Paul Hunter

Copies of minutes of last meeting held on 13 January 2009 were handed out. Bob reported that Tracy is only able to attend alternate meetings and that this was acceptable for any committee member particularly as Bob had anticipated meetings would not be held so frequently. Laura announced she is pregnant (due 29 Aug) and was congratulated by all.
1 Chair’s report BJ had nothing to report
2 Secretary’s report 

2.1 UK Athletics BJ has confirmation from UKA that members joining now will not need to pay the £5 registration fee for 2008/09 (it’s not known from what date this applies). There will be no change in UKA registration fee charges in 2009/10.

2.2 Association of Running Clubs no one had any new information.


2.3 Correspondence received: 2 copies of the EA newsletter ‘Setting the Pace’ (BJ has one copy & the other is being circulated within the committee); Yorks Vets request for 2009 club affiliation fee (£12); from UKA further info re ‘track status for competition’; misc race flyers.

3 Treasurer’s report 

3.1 Subs PW reported that we have £3,850 in the bank including £1,719 subs for 08/09: total subs received for 07/08 were £1,853 and we expect to exceed that for the current year. 
3.2 Old Leos PW will be attending their committee meeting tomorrow: Paul reported that the last meeting had been more positive with 3 reps from the rugby club attending (at last year’s meetings usually no rugby rep had attended), bar sales are up & the rugby club may be increasing their contribution to Old Leos. 
3.2.1 generating income 

· Next Tues 24/2 Tracey Morris will be giving a talk about her marathon running experiences. Food will be provided. Abbey Runners have not been invited on this occasion. 
· PW had previously spoken to Up & Running re holding a promotional event at the club house. To be discussed at a later meeting.

3.3 Misc 
· Tracey’s trophy has been engraved. The committee shared Dan’s disappointment in the positioning of the engraving and was surprised  that the engravers hadn’t been in touch before going ahead. BJ said he would phone the engravers. (action BJ)
· PW has had the Leeds ½ marathon trophy (the samovar presented in memory of Vadim) engraved with the winner’s name & year when presented.

 4 Membership 

4.1 Outstanding subscriptions about 60 members’ subs are still due. BJ has removed lapsed members from the website.

4.2 New members. None received. 

4.3 Resignations. None received.
5 Performance

5.1 Tues training sessions both the January track session & the pie & peas night were cancelled because of snow &ice. Alternative training was done.
5.2 Thursday group 

· ST reported a turnout recently of between 2/3 & 8/9

· ST will email BJ information re Thurs training including the date & venue for a monthly post-training meal for inclusion in the weekly email sent to members (action ST).
5.3 Carnegie BJ has received his Jog Leader’s licence but no documentation was attached ie explaining what should happen when supervising training sessions. BJ to contact English Athletics for clarification (action BJ). 

5.4 Jog Leaders/Coaches BJ reported that application forms for the next Jog Leader course in Doncaster on 15 March 09 need to be submitted in about 3 weeks time. Grants from EA are available to cover 50% of the £35 cost per course. It was agreed the club should apply for the max 9 places (which includes BJ & Tim Towler who have already attended a Jog Leader course).   As a result of BJ’s email to ascertain members’ interest in training as Jog Leaders & Coaches, the following have come forward: Paul White, Anne Worrall, Liz Wood, Xanthe Hannah, Ian Rosser, John Wallace & Sharon Tansley are interested in training as Jog Leaders: Tracey Morris is interested in training as a coach. It was agreed that in view of their long membership, Tracey & Paul would be funded by the club. Bob will email the others to confirm that they wish to attend the training in March & that they will be expected to self fund 50% of the cost which will be reimbursed in due course once they have shown commitment as Jog Leaders. (action BJ)
5.5 General  

· Of the 6 reflective bibs purchased by the club (£7.50 each) BJ has 4 (for Tues) & ST has 2 (for Thurs).

6 Internal Competition 


6.1 Grand Prix BJ & PW have been discussing an alternative scoring system for the GP, this has not yet been finalised. 30+ members ran in the Brass Monkey ½ Marathon.


6.2 Fell Championship On Tues 20 Jan the fell running sub committee met at Old Leos & agreed a new format for calculating scores for the fell championship. The minutes of the meeting are on the club website.

6.3 Performance Certificates 40 members have qualified for 1 cert; 17 for 2; and 2 for 3: a total of 80. BJ has tried without success to contact Alan Hutchinson to suggest new certificates are presented at next week’s club night.

6.4 PBs & AGBs. The keeping of records was not raised at the Christmas do and level of interest is not known. This item is carried forward. 

7 Competition 

7.1 Past competition 
7.1.1 Peco Sport Direct CC League 
· In Middleton Park, south Leeds on 8 Feb: race cancelled due to ice.

7.1.2 Cross Country Championship 
· Northerns on 24 Jan at Shardley Park, St Helens: no members ran (1 entered). 
· Yorks Vets on 14 Feb at York Racecourse: 5 members ran (7 entered).

· 1st Yorks Vets Grand Prix race on 1 Feb at Horsforth: 2 members ran.
7.2 Future competition 

7.2.1 Road Relay Championships 
 
· Northerns at Stockport on 5 April (1 male has expressed interest). 

· Nationals on 18 April 09

· Nationals on 17 Oct 09

Are these all 6 stage (women) & 12 stage (men). 
7.2.2 Snake Lane 10 is the next Abbey Valley Challenge event. VS have 32 entered of which 10 have dropped out & 2 replacements allocated. Abbey has hired a coach at a cost of £7 per person, which will transport people to a pub in York for post-race refreshments & presentation, and will leave York for Leeds at about 5pm. Dan to contact Mark Hetherington re meeting point (action DM)
7.2.3  Peco Sport Direct CC League 
· Woodkirk on 1 March 

· Middleton Park, John Charles Centre for Sport, south Leeds: possible new date 29 March (TBC)
7.2.4 Cross Country Championships 
· Nationals on 21 Feb at Parliament Hill, London: Steve & Sara have entered
8 Races (organised or assisted by VS) BJ advised that there are no courses currently available to train officials
8.1 Meanwood Valley Trail on Sat 16 May 09: 40 entries received.

8.2 Yorks Vets Grand Prix Race on Tues 23 June: this date has been confirmed with YVAAA. 

8.3 Peco Cross Country League VS will probably hold a race in winter 2009.

8.4 Leeds ½ marathon on 10 May 09: the club will be expected to provide some marshals.
9 Social future events

9.1 Snake Lane 10 see 7.2.2 above
10 Publicity BJ will be trying for sponsorship for the Harewood race in 2010.

11 AOB

11.1 Club Mark Pudsey Pacers is the 1st Leeds road running club to apply for Club Mark accreditation.

11.2 LCC meeting BJ has learnt that Abbey Runners were charged for using Golden Acre for the Peco race on 20 Dec 08, Rothwell Harriers were not charged for using Middleton Park for the Peco race on 8 Feb 09 (now re scheduled to take place possibly on 29 March). Nothing further has been heard as to whether LCC will be charging clubs for using public parks for races in the future.
11.3 Harewood Race & donation to Air Ambulance: meeting with Lineham Farm to discuss donation; suggestion that next year entry fees for the 2ml race could go to Lineham Farm and fees for the 10 mile race could go to the Air Ambulance: for discussion with Lineham Farm & at VS AGM. (this item is carried forward to next meeting),
11.4 Dick Dale is continuing his recovery at home.

11.5 Harewood Cancer Research 10k a cheque for £50 has been received by the club in appreciation of our help at this event held in Oct 08.

11.6 Access to Committee Meeting Minutes PW checked our Constitution which states that ‘the Committee shall keep minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the Committee & any Sub-Committee and decisions will be notified to club members’. BJ to inform members in his weekly email (action BJ) 
11.7 Notice board SW suggested we should have Valley Striders notice board at Old Leos. PW will make enquiries when he attends Old Leos committee meeting tomorrow (action PW).
11.8 Race flyers folder BJ has the folder but no longer keeps it up to date. GW regularly receives flyers by post. It was felt the folder is useful & Dan offered to maintain it (action BJ & DM).
11.9 Storage SW suggested it would be useful to have storage space at the club house for items eg race flyers folder, uncollected trophies. PW will make enquiries when he attends Old Leos committee meeting tomorrow (action PW)
12. Date of Next Meeting at 8.30 on Tues 17 March at Old Leos. 
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